THERE’S MORE
TO CHANGE
THAN SURVIVING CRISIS

Read Marie Gorette’s story to learn how one Burundian woman and
her circle touched their entire neighborhood.

Marie
Gorette’s
Story

M

arie Gorette was born in Buraza County. She’s lived in her neighborhood
for 28 years, but most of her neighbors fled because of The Crisis.
“Everyone was displaced for 2 years. Everything was burned and destroyed.
People were afraid to return. Some who were still in the refugee camps came
to visit. Little by little they came back.”
Down the road from her, an elderly couple’s only son lies on a pallet on the
floor in the dark. Marie Gorette says that he’s always had a mental handicap.
“Because my son is dying, he doesn’t count,” declares his mother. “Instead
I’ve raised these two children.” She points to his kids. “They were too small
when their mother died.” Her 14-year-old grandson wants to be a teacher
when he grows up, but he’s still in second grade. “When there is money
available for fees, they go to school,” his grandmother explains.
“In the former time,” says Marie Gorette, “a Catholic charity took care of
the vulnerables. Now it doesn’t work here anymore. For us, this was an
opportunity to begin again.”

THE CRISIS IS NOT OVER
Burundi is a small, landlocked country in the Great Lakes Region of central
Africa. She is the third poorest country in the world. Subsistence farming,
coffee exports, and international assistance comprise the bulk of her economy.
Hutus and Tutsis have fought over her for 60 years, the most recent civil war
ending in 2005. During The Crisis, 300,000 were killed and over 1 million fled.
Even now, Burundians are full of fear and mistrust. The Crisis is not over.

80% of Burundi’s population survive on less than $1.25 per day.
Burundians’ life expectancy is 51 years.
Before children are 5 years old, 1 in 10 dies, 6 in 10 are chronically malnourished.

“I told my neighbor I was surprised. It’s the
first time I realized I was going
in the wrong way.”

M

arie Gorette confesses, “Before, even if I had a small thing—a cloth—I
wasn’t willing to give it.

“We had a meeting. The priest told us they needed people from churches.
He chose me with three others to be trained. They taught us to support
orphans and other vulnerables, whose parents are dead from AIDS. After the
training, I was able to share and encourage others to share.”
Her parish put a cross at the top of the hill. They hike up there every month for
prayer and to study how to live in Christian community.
“We will not stop like the charity did. People are convinced and so, involved.”

CRISIS IS A HEART ISSUE
Churches are eager to get to deep heart issues, issues such as conflict within
families that make it hard to produce food and hard for moms to care for
their children. They have a sense now that God speaks to the inside, not
just the outer needs.
—JJ Ivaska, Country Director, World Relief Burundi

“Learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the
oppressed. Defend the cause of the fatherless, plead
the case of the widow.”—Isaiah 1:17 NIV

“We are servants of God in our churches.
We teach the gospel, but we also bring the
information that we get in the Care Group.”

A

World Relief Promoter visited Marie
Gorette’s neighborhood and asked her
group of 10 households to choose a volunteer.
Because of her reputation, Marie Gorette’s
neighbors elected her.
She gathered with her Promoter and
volunteers from 15 other neighborhoods every
2 weeks to learn about feeding children
nutritious meals, exclusive breast feeding for
the first 6 months, and preventing
malaria and diarrhea. Then she returned to
her neighbors and shared these health
messages, mother to mother.
Marie Gorette volunteered for 4 years
before she became a peer educator. “I was
chosen to bring messages to others,” she
explains. “I did it faithfully, so they kept me
and didn’t change.”

CRISIS ENCOURAGES TRANSFORMATION
Education is the key to how World Relief works. We believe in transformation
from the inside out. This is where we see sustainable change, for people to live
life as God intends. Handouts help in an emergency. For the long term, churches
and volunteers take key messages to the people. When the messages are
delivered by someone people trust and know and they can see the example,
then people choose change.—JJ Ivaska, Country Director, World Relief Burundi

Peer Education
caring for vulnerables
raising HIV/AIDS awareness
improving marriages

Care Groups
well-baby practices
disease prevention
nutritious cooking

VSLA

group savings
small loans
Turame (microlending)

“People think, ‘Is it really possible to
help us to change?’ Peer Educators
act as demonstrations of change.”

E

ventually, Marie Gorette’s Care Group added members to
become a Village Savings and Loan Association (VSLA).

Each week they bought up to 5 shares, depositing their
money in the group’s locked box and recording it in
individual passbooks. They also took out small loans ($10–
$20) to buy medicine, pay school fees, host a wedding or
pay for a funeral. At the share-out, after 9 months of saving,
they reinvested their money in their children’s education,
small businesses and livestock.
Marie Gorette uses some of her share-out for those in
need. “The orphans couldn’t go to school. Now we pay
for books and pens. We each pay 4,000 BIF ($2.75). In our
neighborhood, we go house to house. This is not concerning
only Catholic church members, but all vulnerables.”

TRANSFORMATION TAKES HOLD AND SPREADS
Peer educators train others, who become peer educators and lead their
neighborhoods in caring for vulnerables. Care Group volunteers become
government healthcare volunteers, providing basic triage and treatment
in their neighborhoods. VSLA members build on their own resources and
eventually develop strong businesses, which often lead to the next level
(Turame microfinance). Churches sow confidence instead of fear, trust instead
of mistrust, life instead of death. And in so doing, begin to fulfill the promise
of Isaiah 25:8 “He will destroy death and wipe the tears from every cheek.”

Buraza County

53,183 people
1,758 households
701 Volunteers in 45 Care Groups
8,000 people in VSLAs

F

ifteen congregations in Buraza County gathered for a retreat. They
were asked, “What is God’s vision, his mission? What is the role of the
church? What are the resources that you already have at your disposal?”
They agreed that their greatest resources were the time, effort and love
each congregation could extend to her neighbors.
Church members, including Marie Gorette, volunteered. They identified
needs and found their own resources. They didn’t receive material
support from the outside, but were trained to practice sustainable acts of
love.
Even while serving neighborhood vulnerables, Marie-Gorette adopted
two orphans herself. “We don’t’ have many problems,” she says. “We
pull together and help. Now that we’re convinced and involved, there’s
no problem. Only the rain interferes when I’m trying to visit people.”

WHAT’S OUR TRANSFORMATION STORY?
Like Marie Gorette and her neighbors, Care Group, and VSLA, our circle of
believers has a role to play in fulfilling God’s promises. There are things we can
do together that we cannot do alone. When we collect our gifts to advance
World Relief’s work, we empower Burundian churches to bring Good News to
their neighborhoods, towns, and counties. And perhaps, as we witness Burundi
emerge from her crisis, we too may experience the power of community.

Join our brothers and sisters in Burundi as they mobilize transformation,
mother to mother, peer to peer, county to county,
from the inside out.

Learn more and add to the conversation at colonialchurch.org

Pray.Learn.Give.Change.

FACING CRISIS TOGETHER
When we see people in crisis,
our instinct is to send relief. But in so doing,

we may rob people of their chances at transformation

from the inside out.

Beginning in 2014, Colonial Church partners with World Relief Burundi.
For the next 4 years, this financial support mobilizes Burundian churches
to develop peer educators, to train neighborhood volunteers, and to
establish village savings and loan associations.
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